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Special Events :  

§ September 1 ï Labor 

Day Picnic  

§ September 8 ï Wel-

come Lunch  

§ September 18 ï Pio-

neer Club Kickoff  

To bring people to  

Jesus Christ  

and membership  in  

his church family,  

develop them to  

Christlike maturity ,  

equip them for  

their ministry   

in the church  

and life mission   

in the world,  

in order to  

magnify  Godôs name. 

September 2013  

Our Mission  

From the Pastorôs Desk  

Worship at the Tampa Bay 

Presbyterian Church  

By Rev. Freddy Fritz  

When I returned to preaching 

in August, after my summer study, I 

preached a short three -week series 

on worship. The Session had asked 
me to do so, and I was glad for the 

opportunity to set down the princi-

ples and practices of our public wor-

ship.  

However, I would like to give 

some additional information that 
guides our worship at the Tampa 

Bay Presbyterian Church.  

The mission,  or purpose, 

that guides our public worship is: 

ñTo glorify God by enabling believers 
to magnify God.ò 

Because we value  ordered 
and inspiring worship, we will em-

ploy a liturgy and musical style that 

retains historic continuity with our 

Reformed roots, while leading wor-
shipers into Godôs presence using 

and blending contemporary and tra-

ditional forms.  

The following principles  will 

guide our worship (adapted from 

ñMusic and the Worship of the Living 
Godò by Dan G. McCartney in Mod-

ern Reformation ):  

1. The correspondence princi-

ple . Our worship of God, in-

cluding the music of worship, 

should correspond to Godôs 

character. How we worship 
should reflect the kind of God 

he is.  
2. The holiness principle . Our 

worship of God should ex-

hibit joyful reverence and 

awe (Hebrews 12:28 -29).  
3. The regulative princi-

ple . Our worship of God 

must conform to Godôs 

own prescriptions for wor-
ship. We find these pre-

scriptions in Scripture. An 

apt motto might be: ñRead 

the Bible, preach the Bible, 
pray the Bible, sing the 

Bible, and see the Bible.ò  
The following criteria will 

guide in the selection of worship 

lyrics  (adapted from D. G. Hart 

and John R. Muether in With Rev-
erence and Awe ):  

1. The lyrics should be bib-

lically and theologically 

sound . Songs containing 

errors about God and his 

attributes, his words of 
creation, providence, and 

redemption, have no place 

in worship that seeks to 

please him.  

2. The lyrics should be bib-

lically and theologically 
mature . The grandeur of 

Reformed theology must 

be reinforced by maturity 

in song. Calvin wrote: 
ñThere must always be 

concern that the song be 

neither light nor frivolous 

but  have  gravity and maj-
esty. . . . There is a great 

difference between the 

music which one makes  
(Continued on page 4)   
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 Rev. James Nichols  

  Associate Pastor  

  
 Melissa Noel  

  Office Administrator  
 

 Joanne Campbell  

  Bookkeeper  
 

 Cheryl Barber  
  NTCA Director  
 

 Marianne Cali  
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Staff ð 

Rev. Freddy Fritz  
 Editor - in -Chief  

Melissa McNulty  

 Editor  
 

It is the goal of the Trum-

pet staff to provide arti-
cles for learning and 

growing, news for con-

necting with our church 
family, and information 

on opportunities for ser-

vice and participation.  
 

The views and opinions 

expressed in the Trumpet 
have not been reviewed 

or endorsed by the Ses-

sion.  
 

Please forward articles, 
ministry reports and cal-

endar items for the next 

edition of the Trumpet to 

dr.melissamcnulty@gmail.
com by September 21,  

2013.  

Thoughts from the Associate Pastor  

By Rev. James Nichols  

 

 

 

An Image Problem  
 

 ñChristianity has an image problem.ò This is the first sentence of a book 

that I read recently called  UnChristian ï What a new generation really thinks 

about Christianity  by David Kinnaman. David is the president of the Barna 
Group, which does research for all kinds of organizations, including Christians. 

David was struck by the fact that throughout his research, he consistently saw 

that Christians had an image problem. In order to address this, he spent three 

years researching all kinds of topics to answer the questions that naturally 
arise out of a statement like that: Why do these perceptions exist; do these 

perceptions really matter and why; and do these perceptions reflect reality. 

Throughout the rest of the book he breaks down the six broad themes that 

have created this impression on others and talks about what can be done to fix 

it. Over the next few months, I want to address these six topics, but I want to 
talk this month about some staggering statistics and thoughts that will set up 

the coming articles.  

 When Kinnaman was asked to start this research, he thought it would 

be a good way to teach people what the hurdles were so that they could com-
municate better with unbelievers. Here is what he said after he started his re-

search: ñBut what we found was their [unchristian] perceptions are more than 

superficial image problems. Often outsidersô perceptions of Christianity reflect a 

church infatuated with itself. We discovered that many Christians have lost 
their heart for those outside the faith.ò ñOUCH!ò was my first thought. Yet, I 

was not surprised. Throughout my Christian walk I have seen people of all lev-

els of spirituality, from brand new to brilliant theologians, who seem to have 

forgotten this simple truth. We get caught up in all the things around us. Some 
of these are good things. It is appropriate to devote oneself to the word. How-

ever, if all we do is read to learn and know but not apply, we are not being 

obedient. There are many other examples, but the main point is that we must 

not stop at knowledge, but must apply what we know as well.  

When we truly love the Lord and begin to grasp what it means to be 
saved from the worst punishment that will ever happen, namely an eternity 

with Godôs wrath, we will want to share what we have learned. When we eat at 

a good restaurant or watch a good show, we tell other people. The most effec-

tive form of advertising is word of mouth, yet many Christians talk more about 
good food and TV than about Christ. According to Kinnaman, 83% of outsiders, 

those who are not Christians, ages 22 to 35 have either a bad or neutral im-

pression of Christianity. This is compared to the 16% that have a good impres-

sion. When you do the demographics of our three surrounding zip codes, you 
will find that a very large majority of the population falls into this age range. So 

statistically speaking, we are surrounded by people who either have a negative 

or neutral opinion about our faith.  

Now what? I have hit you with bad news and unflattering statistics, so 

what do we do? First, we must become aware of our attitudes and heart. Are 
we excited by our faith and the truths that it encompasses? Have we been 

changed by what we believe? After examining our hearts, we need to make 

(Continued on page 3) 
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sure that we are looking for ways to 

change. A great paradigm to think 
through is ñHead, Heart, Hands.ò I used 

to have to write Seminary papers 

through this grid. Not only did we have 

to explain what the text meant (head) 

and how it affected our walk with the 
Lord in our thinking and loving (heart), 

but we also had to think about how we 

could apply the text (hands). A study 

that focuses on any one of these to the 
exclusion of the others is a study that 

will not be mining the depths and the 

riches of the text. So from now on, 

whenever you read the Bible or listen to 
a sermon, think through the ñHead, 

Heart, Handsò paradigm and apply the 

text all across your life. Next month we 

will begin looking at the six most com-
mon perceptions of Christians and how to 

break them down. Have a great month 

and God bless!  

Thoughts From the Associate 
(Continued from page 2) 

Tuned In  
 

By:  Debi Hensley  

Has a song ever painted a picture for 

you?  The lyrics are so descriptive that 

you can close your eyes and  ñseeò the 

words come to life.  Many songs do 
that for me, but my mamaôs favorite 

really does the job.  What I consider 

the original praise song . . . How Great 

Thou Art.  My mama loved to sing that 

song as she worked around the house, 
but she would tell you that the only 

proper delivery of that song would be 

having it sung by George Beverly Shea, 

just prior to a sermon delivered by 
Rev. Billy Graham.  

When I in awesome wonder,  

O Lord my God,  

Consider all the worlds  

Thy Hands have made;  

I see the stars,  

I hear the rolling thunder,  

Thy power throughout  

The universe displayed.  

Whether  away from the city lights, under 

a blanket of stars, or in the middle of a 
rumbling thunderstorm only a Florida af-

ternoon sky can deliver with such author-

ity, the power of Godôs creation is undeni-

able and  ñawesome wonderò are the per-

fect words to describe our feeling of being 
small and insignificant.  

The second verse  moves your emotion 

from power and strength to that of a gen-

tle breeze. It is a lyrical picture demon-
strating beautifully that we not only serve 

a mighty God, but also a God who controls 

details as minute as the ripple of a brook.  

When through the woods,  

And forest glades I wander,  

And hear the birds sing  

Sweetly in the trees.  

When I look down,  

From lofty mountain grandeur  

And see the brook, and feel the gentle 

breeze.  

This verse transports me to Kingdom Come 

State Park in my hometown of Cumber-
land, Kentucky, surrounded by the Appala-

chian Mountains ï walking the trails 

through the woods, noticing the tiniest de-

tails of Godôs creation. 

I was also reminded of this verse when 

looking at pictures from the hike in Chero-

kee during the Missions trip.  There was 

Jimmy Barber lying in the grass, with the 
mountain range in the distance and the 

blades of grass tickling his  cheek.  Gran-

deur and details in one picture.  

Both verses set the stage for you (or 

George Beverly Shea) to belt out praises 
acknowledging the greatness of God.  

Then sings my soul  

My Saviour God, to Thee  

How great Thou art, How great Thou 
art  

Then sings my soul  

My Saviour God, to Thee  

(Continued on Page 5)  
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Tuned In  
 

      By:  Debi Hensley   

(Continued from page 1)  

From the Pastorôs Desk 

  to entertain men at table and in their homes and psalms which 
are sung in the church in the presence of God and his angels.ò 

3.  The lyrics should be emotionally balanced . There is a difference be-

tween emotion and emotionalism, and a strong emotional appeal 

in our music without accompanying theological content is manipu-

lative.  

The following criteria will guide in the selection of worship tunes  (from 

Terry Johnson in Give Praise to God , ed. Ryken, Thomas & Duncan, pp. 277 -
278):  

1.  The tunes should be well crafted  (Psalm 33:3), blending melody, 
harmony, and rhythm in balanced proportions.  

2.  The tunes should be lovely  (Philippians 4:8), exhibiting true beauty 

by reflecting the beauty of God (Psalms 27:4; 50:2; 96:6).  

3.  The tunes should be universal in their appeal . By this I mean that 

they should avoid narrow generational or cultural classification in 

the same way that psalms transcend sect, race, generation, and 

party. . . . The best tunes in our hymnals, Psalters, and songbooks 
do just this. Because they tap into universal aesthetic principles, 

they transcend the ñcultural momentòðthe time, place, and group 

out of which they have arisen ðand appeal broadly. Whether our 

tunes have medieval Jewish, Greek, or Latin roots or arise out of 

the timeless European folk traditions or are of African, Asian, Latin 
American, or contemporary origins, they should appeal beyond the 

circumstances of their composition.  

4.  The tunes should be emotionally suited to the words . Centuries ago 

Augustine wrestled with the relationship between the words and 

the tune. He was eager in the first instance that the tune should 

never overpower the words. Indeed in his Confessions  he labels it 
ña grievous sinò when he finds ñthe singing itself more moving than 

the truth which it conveys.ò He also argued that the tune should fit 

the words; the sound should correspond to the mood communi-

cated by the words. Augustineôs view is that ñthere are particular 
modes in song and in the voice, corresponding to my various emo-

tions and able to stimulate them because of the mysterious rela-

tionship between the two.ò The tunes should fit the words, match-

ing their mood or tone.  

5.  The tunes should be singable . That is, they should not be beyond 

the reach of the congregations. They should not be overly difficult 
because of complexity or what Witvliet calls ñidiosyncratic 

rhythms.ò Neither should they be comparatively trite, insulting the 

taste and ability of the congregation (what we might call the ñDeep 

and Wideò phenomena). Again, wisdom is needed. 

I hope that this additional information will help us understand what guides 

us in the public worship of our great and glorious God.  
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Missionaries  

Supported by TBPC  

Mission to the World  

  Esaie & Natacha Etienne  

  Ken & Tammie Matlack  

  Carla Stevens  

Reformed University  Fellowship  

  Jeff & Jenny Lee  

New Harvest Missions International  

  Nathaniel & Cherita Adawonu  

Serving In Missions  

  Rene & Lili Palacio  

Wycliffe Bible  Translators  

  Don & Judy Vander Ploeg  

  The Meyers  

  Kevin & Gertrude  

    Nicholas  

Ven Con Nosotros Church  

  Dr. Oscar & Elizabeth Alvarez  

PRCC 

  Chaplain Ted Hamm  

  Chaplain James Cochell  

Whitefield Academy  

  Pam Johnston  

Announcements  

Ruling Elder Ken Pothoven has requested and been granted emeri-

tus status, effective August 15, 2013. The Session and the congre-

gation thank Ken for many decades of faithful, diligent, and exem-

plary service to Jesus and his church.  

 
(Continued from Page 3)  

Tuned In  

How great Thou art, How great Thou art  

Thank you mama for this lasting memoryéa great lesson for all us 

mamaséyour children are listeningéalways.  What are you sing-

ing?  

Name That Tune . . .  

Last monthôs song ï ñCome People of the Risen King.ò  Try this 

oneé 

éBut I will boast in Jesus Christ; His death and resurrectioné 

Contact Debi Hensley at dbh@macfar.com  

 

 

 

Thank You  

Thank you to the women who supported the WM bowling event on 

August 24 th .  Although there were only four women and one pre-

teen guest, loving Christian fellowship did abound.  Kudos to Bon-

nie Hutton who had the high score of 147!!  

New Information distribution  

As most of you have noticed, there is a Womenôs Ministry bulletin 

board directly across from the Ladiesô bathroom. This has been our 

sole means of communication since early summer when the Trum-

pet had an organizational interruption.  Now that the Trumpet is up 

and running again, Womenôs Ministry will have information in the 

Trumpet as well as the WM bulletin board. Please make a point of 

keeping up with our ministry events and opportunities by reading 

either or both of these sources.  

September Event  

A Pres. WIC growth opportunity is available September 14 th . Bar-

bara Aills, a counselor with Christian Counseling Education and 

Foundation, will be speaking to women at a Pres. WIC meeting  

(Continued on Page 9)  

Womenôs Ministry 

By Ginny Bremer  
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Truth Matters Today  
By Joe Burns, truthmatterstoday@tampabay.rr.com  

 

 

 

DOMAôs Decline 
 

The United States of America turned a shadowy corner this summer. June 26 th  2013:  In a 5 - to -4 

decision, the Supreme Court of the United States ruled that Section 3 of the federal Defense of Marriage 

Act was ñin violation of the Fifth Amendment [of the United States Constitution]ò.  In so doing, the na-

tionôs highest court extended federal benefits itemized in ñover 1,000 federal lawsò to homosexual cou-
ples married by states where homosexual marriage is legal.  Translation:  by judicial fiat, homosexual 

marriage is equivalent to traditional, heterosexual marriage in the eyes of federal law in the United 

States of America.  

In so doing, the high courtôs majority wrapped themselves in the mantle of a conquering liberator 

by opining at some length that they were righting a deep and pervasive wrong rather than imposing one. 
Those of us who sought to protect the sanctity of marriage, according to the five, are now the defeated 

oppressors akin to those who supported the rights of slave owners in the days before the Civil War.   

So, this decision does not, in their eyes, represent a reduction in our level of national morality.  

Quite the opposite.  This decision is to them a landmark breakthrough in restoring morality that had been 
lost. Because, as Justice Anthony Kennedy suggested writing on behalf of the majority, to them the pass-

ing of DOMA reflected nothing more than a ñbare congressional desire to harm a politically unpopular 

groupò.   

In one of three dissenting opinions, Chief Justice John Roberts took issue with the ridiculous char-
acterization of hatred as the motivation for those who passed and signed DOMA into law saying  there 

was certainly not enough evidence:  

 ñto support a conclusion that the principal purposeéof the 342 Representatives and 85 

Senators who voted for it, and the President who signed it, was a bare desire to harm. 
é At least withoutémore convincing evidence that the Actôs principal purpose was to 

codify malice, and that it furthered no legitimate government interests, I would not tar 

the political branches with the brush of bigotry.ò 

In reality, nearly everyone knows there are legitimate government interests for passing laws that sustain 

traditional marriage that have nothing at all to do with malice.  In particular, heterosexual marriages still 
have the best chance of producing children.  And despite the fact that children are often thought of as a 

burden by todayôs adults in their child-bearing years, the more children born now, the better the future 

will be for the latter years of those same adults.  Will their golden years tarnish if that engine goes silent 

for lack of laborers in years to come?  For a small - scale example of how this can happen, look to Singa-
pore.  Severe, self - imposed population -control policies implemented 50 years ago have worked so well, 

citizens of Singapore are in danger of disappearing altogether.  Not convinced yet?  Chinaôs One-Child 

policyôs unnatural restrictions on family procreation have put them in a similar spot.  According to the 

Weekly Standard:  

ñBy 2050, a full quarter of the [Chinese] populace will be over 65. That means 330 mil-

lion senior citizens, most of whom will have little or no family to care for them.  China 

has no pension system to speak of and will have only 2 workers per retiree ðwhich isnôt 

much of a tax base from which to build one.ò 
Realities like Singaporeôs and Chinaôs are one reason why, as the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group 

of the United States House of Representatives pointed out in their defense of DOMA:  

ñUntil a few decades ago, it was an accepted truth for almost everyone who ever lived, 

in any society in which marriage existed, that there could be marriages only between 

participants of different sexòéòfor the purpose of channeling heterosexual intercourse 
into a structure that supports child rearing.ò 

Not only indicating how far our country has slid morally, the decision against DOMA also gives us 

a peek into what other immoral practices may soon follow homosexual marriage into the mainstream.  

Justice Samuel Alitoôs dissenting opinion foreshadows the reason as he explained how the definition of 
marriage shifted from one that for centuries described an exclusive, permanent union for the purpose of 

mailto:truthmatterstoday@tampabay.rr.com
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procreation:  

ñTheénewer view is what I will call the ñconsent-basedò vision of marriage, a vision 

that primarily defines marriage as the solemnization of mutual commitment ðmarked 

by strong emotional attachment and sexual attraction ðbetween two personsé.Indeed, 
our popular culture is infused with this understanding of marriage. Proponents of same -

sex marriage argue that because gender differentiation is not relevant to this vision, 

the exclusion of same -sex couples from the institution of marriage is rank discrimina-

tion.ò 

In the case of DOMA, gender did prove to be irrelevant in keeping homosexual couples from le-
gally marrying.  Next to be rendered irrelevant will likely be the ñtwo personsò standard, ushering in le-

galized polygamy.  More chilling, this more modern view of marriage is silent on the matter of age.  It 

doesnôt speak of adults, just two persons.  Imagine where that may take us someday with regard to legal 

marriage in an era of child pornography and pedophilia.   
Is it time, then, to run up the white flag in the battle for marriage?  Absolutely not.  Marriage is a 

metaphor for Christôs relationship with His church.  That alone should give us an acute idea of why itôs 

worth vigorously fighting for.  Perhaps a grass roots campaign to replace DOMA with something like a 

ñProcreation and Preservation Actò (PAPA) would help.  PAPA could seek to encourage long-term tradi-
tional families by giving incentives along the way to those which produce children and raise them to the 

age where they can help generate the income our nation will need in the generations to come.  It could 

be a worthy political goal.  

But PAPA canôt solve our problem completely.  The most important thing we can do and our first 
responsibility is to live for truth.  In the marriage debate that equates to the truth of Genesis 2:2 -24 (see 

above).  Ryan Anderson, co -author of What is Marriage? , puts it to us bluntly:  

ñLong before there was a debate about same-sex anything, far too many heterosexuals 

bought into a liberal ideology about sexuality that makes a mess of marriage: Cohabi-

tation, no - fault divorce, extra -marital sex, non -marital childbearing, massive consump-
tion of pornography and the hook -up culture all contributed to the breakdown of our 

marriage culture.ò 

These failures within traditional marriage led to the redefining of marriage in a way that opened the door 

wide enough for homosexuals to be invited by the high court into the marriage hall.  The first step in re-
covering that lost ground is living the truth before God and each other.   

Copyright © Joseph M. Burns 2013.  All Rights Reserved.   

1. http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-307_6j37.pdf, p. 26 
2. Ibid, p. 24 

3. Ibid, p. 32 
4. This is the subject of the novel Fatherless by Dr. James Dobson and Kurt Bruner. 
5. Cook, M. (2012, Winter). Elegy for the Lion City. Salvo, pp. 26-27 
6. http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/lost-girls_593650.html?page=3 
7. http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-307_6j37.pdf, p. 73 

8. Ibid, p. 74 
9. http://www.redstate.com/ryantanderson/2013/07/02/what-three-dissents-signal-for-marriages-future/  

Editor's Note: ñUntil the last few decades, homosexuality was never celebrated as natural, moral, or healthy. But times have 

changed. Now Christians find themselves in a fight they did not choose ðfacing overwhelming odds and fierce opposition ðwith a 

culture demanding we abandon the Bible on homosexuality and instead ñcelebrate diversity.ò  

Unfortunately, as with most controversial issues, misunderstanding abounds on this topic. And as good ambassadors, we want to  

provide solid, reliable information. But we also want to give insight, too ðan awareness of how to maneuver with tactical wisdom 
and with grace.  

Homosexuality is among the most emotionally -charged ðand hotly debated ðtopics you will encounter. The Ambassador's Guide to 

Understanding Homosexuality  will equip you to be both thoughtful and considerate as a Christian ambassador in the face of oppos-
ing views.ò 

Copyright, Stand to Reason, 2013  

This book can be purchased for $6.95 from STR.org: http://store.str.org/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=BK379  

http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-307_6j37.pdf
http://www.weeklystandard.com/articles/lost-girls_593650.html?page=3
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-307_6j37.pdf
http://www.redstate.com/ryantanderson/2013/07/02/what-three-dissents-signal-for-marriages-future/
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Womenôs Bible Study 

WHATôS SO IMPORTANT ABOUT  

THE GOSPEL?  

By Maggie Gordon  

 

 

What is the gospel? You might respond: itôs the ñgood newsò or ñthe story of Jesusò or ñthe first four 

books of the NT: Mathew, Mark, Luke and John.ò  

All of those responses are correct. And if you said it lays out the only way to salvation you would also be 

correct.  

But what makes the gospel the gospel? Why does it matter? The true gospel is so important that the 

Apostle Paul wrote a scathing letter to the Galatians in the first century after Christ when he heard they 

were following a false gospel. He had spent such care lovingly teaching them the true gospel! How could 

they now ï perhaps less than a year since he had left them ï have gotten the gospel so distorted?  The 

false gospel they were now believing was shaking the very foundation of their eternal future. Paul had to 

set them straight.  

How important is it if the gospel has things added to it or taken from it as long as the ñmainò idea is 

there? It is SO important that it becomes no gospel at all!  Does the gospel get twisted and garbled today 

in our times? You bet it does! And it is twisted in pretty much the same ways as it was in Paulôs time.  

What might that look like? Come see! Womenôs Bible study will be taking a look at Paulôs letter to the Ga-

latians, a letter like no other one he wrote. You have an opportunity ï no ï two opportunities starting 

now to find out more about this.  What are those two opportunities?  

Monday evening: 6:30 - 8:30, beginning Aug 26 and  

Wednesday morning: 9:00 ï 11:30, beginning Aug 28.  

The dates and times are also in the bulletin.  

Both groups will meet for 13 weeks and will be studying Paulôs letter to the Galatians and its application 

for us today.  Childcare is available but you need to make an advance reservation. We welcome women 

of all ages, regardless of whether or not they attend TBPC. We frequently have other denominations, non

-believers ,and new believers who participate. So bring a friend, a neighbor or someone else from church 

and join us beginning next week for a time of learning, fellowship and prayer.  

Soli Deo Gloria  

To God Alone be the Glory  

Pastor Freddy & Eileen Fritz are delighted to announce the engagement of their daughter 

Lauren to Peter Dishman on July 31. A December wedding is being planned.  

Pastor Bill and Sessie Welzien are overjoyed to announce the engagement of their daughter Julianne 

Welzien to Norman Beck.   The tentative date for their wedding  is June or July of 2014.   

This section of the newsletter is for anyone to give praise to God for answered prayers. Please send an email to Melissa McNu lty  at 

dr.melissamcnulty@gmail.com with Soli Deo Gloria as the subject to have your answered prayer posted in the newsletter.  
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(Continued from Page 5)  

Womenôs Ministry 

held in conjunction with the quarterly Presbytery meeting at Trinity PCA in Lakeland. There will be three 

sessions which address how to engage women with the Gospel in the issues they face in life and imple-

menting Biblical truth in our relationships. Our hope is that Barbara will give each of us the confidence to 

know that the Gospel addresses all the issues and needs of the human heart. We do not need to be in-

timidated by labels our culture uses to identify those needs. The first session starts at 9:30 and the last 

session will conclude at 2:00. Lunch will be provided. There is a worship service at 8:30 which everyone 

is welcome to attend in addition to Barbaraôs three sessions. Carpooling will be available. There is a 

signup sheet on the WM bulletin board. If you are planning to attend, please sign up by September 8 th so 

I can give Trinity a final count.  

 

Looking Ahead  

We will again take a collection for the 2013 WIC Love gift. This year the recipient is Ridge Haven, a PCA 

camp, conference, and retreat center for over 30 years. The funds will be used to enlarge and renew the 

dining hall which has not been updated since 1981. At Ridge Haven, the aim is that everyone will know 

Jesus better, and that the Gospel will be shared with the children for great kingdom returns. Be on the 

lookout for additional information as the collection time draws near. Also, pray for wisdom and generosity 

for your own contribution to this important Love Gift.  

September is the time WM begins planning for our Christmas Brunch. We will again be looking for table 

hostesses to set a table and hostess it to make all our guests feel loved and welcomed. This year the fa-

vors and table gift will be provided for you. Therefore, you need only concern yourself with the table ser-

vice (table décor, plates, silverware, serving dishes, etc.). More information will follow and a signup sheet 

will be on the WM bulletin board soon.  If your spiritual gift is to welcome guests and be a hostess, you 

will surely want to be a table hostess. Any questions can be answered by Ginny Bremer. Call 813 -907 -

8312, or email at ginnybremer@hotmail.com.  

In October we will have our next Sister To Sister event at the home of Barb Hess. The date will be Satur-

day, October 12 th. The exact time and theme will be available soon. Check the WM bulletin board for the 

most up to the date information.  

 

Prayer Needed  

WM has been assigned new prayer partners from the Missions committee. One of our new missionaries is 

Rev. Tedd Hamm, who will be the Army Chaplain at Fort Bragg in North Carolina. He has requested that 

we pray for his wife Lucy (who has cancer), the coming move to N.C., and the adjustment of the family 

to this new location. Tedd and Lucy also have four children. In addition, we will be praying for Capt. 

James Cochell, who is an Army chaplain as well. I will advise of prayer requests as they become available 

to me.  

 

Next WM 15  

Our next WM 15 will be held on September 8 th in room 23 at 12:00. Plan to attend to get the latest news 

and share ideas for future events.    
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A Week in Cherokee --  Part 2  

By Doug Knox  

 

On the morning of Thursday June 27th, our teams returned to their ministry sites, Agelink and 

Paint Town for another day of VBS instruction and games. Then that afternoon, it was back to the heavy 
lifting. Those of us who had hiked a mountain the previous day were a bit stiff in the legs! The team 

painting Tricia's house had to wait about an hour while MTW brought additional paint that was needed. 

This hour delay proved providential, but you'll have to read on to discover why I say that. Meanwhile, the 

team that had finished the painting and picnic tables at Agelink on Tuesday got to work building brick 
flower boxes at Tsali Manor, a Cherokee senior citizen residence (extra credit if you know who Tsali is). 

This required digging a trough for the base bricks and then staggering another layer of bricks for height 

and aesthetics.  

Thursday evening, James, Jena, Julie, Brenda, Jerel, Catie and I returned to Tsali manor to visit 

with some of the residents in the apartments. James, Jena and I visited with one couple for about an 
hour, while the others visited with other residents. We were all blessed to spend time with the residents, 

who were equally appreciative to have visitors.  

Friday morning, we all awoke somewhat saddened, knowing that 

this would be the last morning with the children we had worked 
with all week. Many of the goodbyes with the kids were tear - filled. 

After leaving the ministry sites, the teams met up for our last lunch 

at the river. Then we returned to our work sites to finish our pro-

jects. The Tsali manor team was able to finish the flower boxes. 
Meanwhile, the team working at Tricia Calhoun's house finished the 

painting and also replaced wood flower boxes around her flower 

beds.  

Here's the providential part: we were blessed to get to be there 
when Tricia and her kids came home to see the finished work and 

to see how pleased they were with the work we had done. We had 

not met Tricia's children yet, and we had not seen Tricia since Tuesday because of her work schedule. We 

would not have met them that day unless we had spent the hour 

the day before waiting for MTW to bring us the paint; instead, we 
would have finished painting early and would have left before she 

got home. What had seemed a nuisance and waste of time the day 

before turned out to be a blessing, as the painting crew (minus a 

few who were helping at Tsali manor and doing laundry) was able 
to get a wonderful photo taken with Tricia and her kids. As Jerel re-

marked, it was indeed a blessing to be there when she and her kids 

came home, and we thank the Lord that he kept us there for that 

time.  

Friday evening, we had hamburgers and hot dogs at the 

camp, and then we convened in the screened pavilion for a cere-

mony where the teams reported on what they had done that week. 

The highlight of the evening was Chris Atkinson staying at the podium to give a testimony and thank God 

for the great things he had seen that week. If you know Chris, you know how reluctant he may seem to 
speak in front of a large group of people. It was so emotional to see Chris moved to stand up and thank 

the Lord! Chris was one of many on this team who led by example, never grumbling, never seeking rec-

ognition, and always speaking with gentleness and love. It was also a blessing to see the Lord use him 

throughout the week.  

Of course, that goes for everyone on the team. We know that God recruited this team and drew 

us together to serve him and the people of Cherokee, and what a blessing it was to do so. I believe we 

all got to know our brothers and sisters in Christ better (and I know those of us who have been at TBPC 

longer really appreciated the opportunity to work with John and Melissa and Tianhe and Yisha). This trip 
would not have been the same without them (or anyone for that matter).  
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September  

Birthdays  

 

     

  

3ðAnthony Hunter  13ðJonathan Massie  

3ðSophia Nobles   15ðLinda Childers  

4ðChloe Darbyshire  21ðGarry Gawrych  

5ðMaggie Gordon  21ðJeff Montoney  

6ðJoe Cozzolino   23ðLauren Fritz  

6ðMargarita Hladek  23ðMichelle Hunter  

7ðAshley Jeffries   24ðMary Mollard  

7ðDale Moore   25ðRandi Mallary  

10ðAbram Nichols  29ðJessie Hensley  

11ðChris Lear   30ðRyan Coffey  

 

 September Anniversaries  

 

6ï Mr. & Mrs. Roy Riley  

6ï Mr. & Mrs. Gary Smith  

Is It Just a Money  Issue?  
 

by Burk Parsons  

 

Several years after my fatherôs death in 1992 I found an old shoebox among my fatherôs belongings. 

Among the various items in the shoebox, I came across a stack of letters that my father had written just 

prior to his death. As I began to read the first letter I quickly realized he had written them to me but that 

he never had the opportunity to give them to me because his cancer consumed his body more quickly 

than the oncologist had expected. In one of the letters, my father wrote, ñLearn to live with a little less.ò  

 

I have never forgotten that admonition, and having often wondered what made my fatherôs generation 

different from my own, I have come to the following conclusions: My fatherôs generation knew what it 

was to live with a little less. My generation always seems to ñneedò just a little more. My fatherôs genera-

tion asked this question of God, family, neighbor, and country: ñHow can I serve you with my time, 

money, and resources?ò My generation asks, ñHow can you serve me with your time, money, and re-

sources?ò My fatherôs generation was a generation of honorable, principled, and hard-working men and 

women who felt truly blessed by God to be alive, to have the health to give of themselves to others, and 

to be fortunate enough to give of their time, money, and resources so that future generations could pros-

per. My generation is consumed with consumption. It is the generation of entitlement, instant gratifica-

tion, and expediency. My generation has no understanding of what our fathers and forefathers fought for, 

what they sacrificed, and how much they gave of their time, money, and  resources.  

 

This is not just an issue about money but about how we worship God as stewards of all that He has en-

trusted to us as we live before His face each and every day. Nevertheless, we must never forget that it is 

the love of money that is ña root of all kinds of evilsò (1 Tim. 6:10 ). In his book Respectable Sins , Jerry 

Bridges, one from among my fatherôs generation, writes, ñIf money wins out in our lives, it is not God but 

we who lose. Ultimately, God does not need our money. If we spend it on ourselves, it is we who become 

spiritual paupersò (p. 169).  

From Ligonier Ministries and R.C. Sproul. © Tabletalk magazine. Website: www.ligonier.org/tabletalk. Email: tabletalk@ligonie r.o rg. Toll free: 1 -800 -

435 -4343.   

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%206.10
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 September Devotional  

The Lamentations of  Jeremiah  

 

In the history of Godôs people, few events have been as traumatic as the fall of Jerusalem and destruc-

tion of the temple in 586 B.C. Though the Lord promised that His people would be removed from the 
Holy Land for impenitent and flagrant sin ( Lev. 26:14 ï39 ; Deut. 28:15 ï68 ; Jer. 27), few in the old cove-

nant community of Judah believed it would happen even after Assyria conquered the northern kingdom 

of Israel. Even those who understood that God would bring the ultimate covenant curse of exile upon His 

disobedient people struggled with the degree to which the Lord allowed foreigners to decimate the de-
scendants of Jacob ( Hab. 1:12 ï17 ; see Jer. 39:1 ï10 ;  52:1 ï11 ).  

Assuming that the ancient traditions surrounding the book of Lamentations are correct, then even the 

prophet Jeremiah, who saw Babylonôs conquering of Judah as entirely just, was amazed by the horrors 

that the Babylonians inflicted upon Jerusalem. Today we are beginning our study of Lamentations as we 

continue our overview of the prophetic literature of the Old Testament. According to the most ancient 
references to Lamentations, Jeremiah wrote this book and there are few good reasons why we should 

believe this attribution is incorrect. The issue of authorship is nothing to be dogmatic about, since Lam-

entations nowhere identifies its author; however, Jeremiah is a good fit because Lamentations reflects 

both sadness over Jerusalemôs fall and an understanding that the punishment was deserved (Lam. 1:5 , 
8, 18). Jeremiah likewise wept on behalf of the Lord for Judah even though he affirmed Godôs justice in 

exiling His people for their idolatry ( Jer. 9:1 ï11 ; 30:10 ï11). The vivid descriptions of Jerusalemôs de-

struction likewise mean that its fall in 586 B.C. is the best inspiration for the book ( Lam. 1:1 ; 2:11 ï12 ), 

making an author such as Jeremiah, who witnessed this destruction, the most likely candidate as the au-
thor of  Lamentations.  

Lamentations shows us that there can be a godly grief over the fate of a people even when that fate is 

deserved. If even God Himself does not delight in the destruction of the wicked ( Ezek. 18:21 ï23 ), then 

certainly we should never rejoice in another personôs pain. We can take pleasure that the Lord uses such 
things to set us and others back on the right path. We can rejoice at the display of the Lordôs justice. Yet 

what we are not to do is rejoice in othersô suffering for the sake of suffering itself. Like Jeremiah, we can 

rightly mourn when the wicked fall even when their punishment is deserved ( Lam.  1:1 ï14 ).  

Coram Deo  

Loving our enemies is the most difficult call that the Lord has laid upon us. It is hard for us to seek jus-
tice in a manner that is not vindictive or that truly wishes for an offender to benefit as a result of his 

punishment. Books like Lamentations show us that rejoicing in justice and righteousness do not preclude 

mourning for those who suffer because of their sin. Loving sinners means that we seek justice when ap-

propriate, but it also means that we mourn for those who have gone  astray.  

Passages for Further Study  

Genesis 45:1 ï15  

1 Samuel 15:35  

Luke 19:41 ï44  

Romans 9:1 ï3  

From Ligonier Ministries, the teaching fellowship of R.C. Sproul. All rights reserved. Website: www.ligonier.org | Phone: 1 -800 -435 -4343   

ñHow lonely sits the city that was full of people! How like a widow has she become, she who was great 

among the nations! She who was a princess among the provinces has become a slaveò (v. 1).  

-  Lamentations 1:1 ï14   

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.%2026.14%E2%80%9339
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut.%2028.15%E2%80%9368
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hab.%201.12%E2%80%9317
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer.%2039.1%E2%80%9310
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2052.1%E2%80%9311
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam.%201.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam%201.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam%201.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer.%209.1%E2%80%9311
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2030.10%E2%80%9311
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam.%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam%202.11%E2%80%9312
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek.%2018.21%E2%80%9323
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam.%201.1%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2045.1%E2%80%9315
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Samuel%2015.35
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2019.41%E2%80%9344
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%209.1%E2%80%933
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lamentations%201.1%E2%80%9314
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

1 8:45a Adult CEF, 
Children & Youth 
Sunday School & 
Communicant Mem-
bership class; 
10:30a Worship 
Service; 12 p Labor 
Day Picnic; 5p 
PHOS Meeting 

2 LABOR DAY 

Church Office 

Closed; NTCA 

School Holiday; 

6:30p Womenôs 

Evening Bible 

Study 

3  7p Outreach 

Team Meeting 

4 9a Womenôs 
Bible Study; 6:15p 
Dare 2 Declare 
Rehearsal; 6:30p 

Kids of the King 
Rehearsal; 7:15 p 
Adult Choir Re-
hearsal  

5 9a ESL Bible 

Study; 7p Worship 

Team Meeting 

 
 

6  
 

7 8:30 a Menôs 
Breakfast 

8 8:45 Adult CEF, 
Children & Youth 
Sunday School, & 
Communicant Mem-
bership class10:30a 
Worship Service; 
12:30p Welcome 
Lunch; 5p PHOS 
Meeting 

9 9:15a NTCA 

Chapel; 10:00a 

Staff Meeting; 

6:30p Womenôs 

Evening Bible 

Study 

 

10 7p NTCA 
Board Meeting  
 

11 9a Womenôs 
Bible Study; 6:15p 
Dare 2 Declare 
Rehearsal; 6:30p 
Kids of the King 
Rehearsal; 7:15 p 
Adult Choir Re-
hearsal; 7:30p 
LAMP Degree 

12 9a ESL Bible 

Study; 7p Missions 
Committee Meeting 

13 12:30p 

NTCA Staff Meet-
ing 

14 7:45a 

Menôs Bible Study; 
9:00a Menôs Minis-
try Meeting; 9a 

SM Florida Presby-
tery Womenôs 
Presentation 
 

15 8:45 Adult 
CEF, Children & 
Youth Sunday 
School, & Commu-
nicant Membership 
class10:30a Wor-
ship Service; 
12:30p Emp-
tynesterôs Lunch; 
5p PHOS Meeting 

16 9:15a NTCA 
Chapel; 10:00a 
Staff Meeting; 
6:30p Womenôs 
Evening Bible 
Study 

17  
 

18 9a Womenôs 
Bible Study; 12:30p 
Pacesetterôs Lunch; 
5:45p Wednesday 

Night Family Din-
ner; Choir Rehears-
als; 6:30p Prayer 
Meeting; 7p Pioneer 

Club; 7:30p LAMP 

19 9a ESL Bible 

Study;  7:00p Ses-
sion & Diaconate 
Meetings 

20  
 

21 7:45a Menôs 
Bible Study; 7:45a 

LAMP Certificate  

22 8:45 Adult 
CEF, Children & 
Youth Sunday 
School, & Commu-
nicant Membership 
class10:30a Wor-
ship Service; 5p 
PHOS Youth Meet-
ing 

23 9a NTCA 

School Pictures; 
10:00a Staff Meet-
ing; 6:30p 

Womenôs Evening 
Bible Study 

24 9a NTCA 

School Pictures 

25 9a Womenôs 
Bible Study; 5:45p 
Wednesday Night 
Family Dinner; 

Choir Rehearsals; 
6:30p Prayer Meet-
ing; 7p Pioneer 
Club; 7:30p LAMP  

26 9a ESL Bible 

Study 

27  
 

28 7:45a Menôs 
Bible Study; 7:45a 
LAMP Certificate  

29 8:45 Adult 
CEF, Children & 
Youth Sunday 
School, & Commu-
nicant Membership 
class10:30a Wor-
ship Service; 5p 
PHOS Youth Meet-
ing 

30 9:15a NTCA 

Chapel; 10:00a 
Staff Meeting; 
6:30p Womenôs 

Evening Bible 
Study 

 
 

  
 

  

September 2013 *  

* Due to the number of events scheduled, we cannot fit all Sunday activities on the monthly newsletter calendar. Please consult  th e 

online calendar at www.tampabaypresbyterian.org/calendar for the complete schedule of activities on Sundays.  
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